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total luminosities can be understood only on the supposi-
tion that they have extremely large geometrical dimen-
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Double stars. If the orbital plane of the two components is sufficiently
inclined, the star system becomes an eclipsing variable.

sions. These bodies have received the name of red giants,
and include in their number such well-known stars as
Capella and the cepheid variables (see p. 177).